
 

  

 

As an international cooperation enterprise with worldwide operations, the German government-owned 

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH operates on behalf of German 

ministries, the governments of other countries, and international clients to provide tailor-made, cost-efficient 

and effective services for sustainable development. We are looking for a Kuala Lumpur-based staff to support 

GIZ’s work on the topic of Maritime Security. 

 

 

Advisor for the Regional Project “Southeast Asian Cooperation on Maritime Security” 

 

Project Background: 

The regional project “Southeast Asian Cooperation on Maritime Security” is funded by the Foreign Office of 

the Federal Republic of Germany and implemented by GIZ from 01 May 2026 to 31 March 2028. It 

cooperates with national partners to strengthen maritime law enforcement and maritime security capabilities 

of selected ASEAN member states that also participate in the IFC Indian Ocean Region and the ReCAAP 

Information Sharing Centre (ISC). The project consists of four components: procurement, capacity 

development, strategy and policy advisory, and regional cooperation. 

The Indo-Pacific is of central importance to the global economy and security. Strategically vital maritime 

routes such as the South China Sea and the Strait of Malacca are critical for international trade flows, access 

to key resources, and stable supply chains. At the same time, geopolitical tensions, hybrid threats, piracy, 

illegal fishing, and risks to critical maritime infrastructure are increasing. Core pillars of the rules-based 

international order, in particular the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), are 

increasingly being challenged in the region. Despite existing regional cooperation mechanisms, gaps remain 

in the exchange of security-relevant information and in the joint monitoring of maritime activities among 

regional states. 

Against this backdrop, the project supports the selected ASEAN member states (namely the Philippines, 

Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand) in strengthening regional cooperation on information sharing and the 

monitoring of key maritime routes, thereby contributing to a rules-based maritime order in the Indo-Pacific. 

The project builds on experience from previous German capacity-building initiatives with the Philippine Coast 

Guard and scales successful approaches to the regional level. The pilot countries are supported through 

targeted capacity-building measures, provision of technical equipment, and training to enhance their 

capabilities in maritime domain awareness. At the same time, the Philippines shares its experience with other 

ASEAN member states to improve regional information exchange. A joint simulation exercise in the context 

of the planned Code of Conduct in the South China Sea further strengthens trust and cooperation among 

participating states. 

The overall objective (impact) is to strengthen the rules-based maritime order as well as safe and open 

maritime routes in Southeast Asia through enhanced regional cooperation and transparent monitoring 

mechanisms. 

The project objective (outcome) is that selected ASEAN member states have deepened their regional 

cooperation in information sharing and the monitoring of key maritime routes in support of a rules-based 

maritime order in the Indo-Pacific. 

 



 

  

 

To support the objective (outcome) of improved regional cooperation among selected ASEAN member 

states in monitoring key maritime routes in Southeast Asia, the project aims to achieve the following results 

(outputs): 

1. Selected ASEAN member states have the necessary technical equipment to cooperate in the 

monitoring of key maritime routes in Southeast Asia.  

2. Information sharing and communication among selected ASEAN member states for the monitoring of 

key maritime routes in Southeast Asia are strengthened.  

3. Selected ASEAN member states contribute to the support of the ASEAN Code of Conduct for the 

South China Sea through joint training activities. 

 

Main Role:  

The incumbent effectively supports the country operations of the project. In this role, he/she will liaise with 

the respective partner agencies in country, plan and organize capacity building measures, workshops and 

missions to other selected ASEAN member states. The incumbent will support strategy development 

processes for partners, support policy development of involved national agencies and support the 

organization of regional formats to increase cooperation.  

Reporting Relationship: 

The Advisor will be part of a regional project team with colleagues based in the Philippines, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, and Thailand, and will report to the project’s designated supervisor based in Malaysia. The 

incumbent holds office in Cyberjaya Selangor.  

In carrying out his/her role, the Advisor performs the following major functions/duties: 

Major Functions/Duties:  

▪ Liaison with national government ministries (i.e Ministry of Foreign Affair KLN, Ministry of Home Affair and 

Ministry of Defence MINDEF and agencies (i.e. Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency APMM and Royal 

Malaysian Navy) and relevant organizations, as well as project staff in other selected ASEAN member 

states 

▪ Planning and implementation of activities (training, workshops, missions to other ASEAN member states)  

▪ Coordination of short-term experts, external partners and other relevant stakeholders 

▪ Networking with other organizations and institutions working with military/navy and law enforcement 

agencies 

▪ Planning, coordination, and oversight of procurement processes for technical equipment in close 

consultation with governmental partners, ensuring alignment with project objectives and applicable 

regulations 

▪ Planning, coordination, and oversight of strategy development for harmonizing maritime frameworks (i.e. 

maritime security strategies, doctrines, and Rules of Engagement) in alignment with the international and 

regional agreements (i.e. UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)). 

▪ Planning, coordination, and oversight of establishing a secure, and standardized environment for 

information sharing 

▪ Other duties upon discussion 

▪ Coordinating for synergy with other relevant portfolio/projects of GIZ and contributing to further impact in 

Malaysia and the region 

 



 

  

 

Competency Requirements: 

▪ Demonstrated specialization in government cooperation and civil-military cooperation will be advantaged.   

▪ Excellent networking skills with a variety of stakeholders (ministry, military relevant organization, law 

enforcement, civil authorities) 

▪ Knowledge of relevant technologies (UAVs, AI, satellite imagery) 

▪ Strategic in thinking: able to think long-term implications of approaches, decisions, and actions 

▪ Ability to communicate and to relate with people of diverse cultures and at all levels of a hierarchical 

organization and constructively cooperate with colleagues 

▪ Ability to transmit knowledge in a user-oriented way 

▪ Results and performance – oriented  

▪ Organization and coordination skills 

▪ Verbal and written communication skills in English and Bahasa Malaysia  

▪ Valid car driving license 

▪ Have full right to work in Malaysia without restrictions. 

Professional Qualifications: 

▪ University degree in public administration, international relations, law, or similar work-related experience 

▪ Minimum of 5-10 years of working experience in a similar position or allied field (military, law 

enforcement, or related fields) 

▪ Demonstrated experience working with, or established professional networks within, the Royal Malaysia 

Navy and/or maritime law enforcement agencies in Southeast Asia (e.g., coastal guard), would be 

considered a strong asset 

▪ Experience in establishing training formats (preferably in the context of civil-military cooperation, law 

enforcement, or related fields) 

▪ Experience in working with international development organizations and/or with international security 

organizations (ReCAAP, IFC Indian Ocean Region, INTERPOL) 

▪ A military/law enforcement background is not necessary but considered an important asset 

 

Duty station, Timeframe and Reporting Relationship: 

The Advisor holds duty station in Putrajaya/Cyberjaya based, Malaysia with an expected start on 1 November 

2026 and an initial contract period up to 31 December 2027. The Advisor reports directly to the Project 

Director. 

Please carefully read the ad and submit a CV AND a cover letter in English to 

chattayada.pattaragulwanit@giz.de  The deadline for application is 16 September 2026. Only shortlisted 

candidates will be contacted.  

GIZ Malaysia is an equal opportunity employer and actively encourages gender diversity within the company 

and operations.  

 

GIZ Office Thailand 

193/63 Lake Rajada Office Complex, New Ratchadapisek Road, Klongtoey, Bangkok 10110 

https://www.giz.de/en/html/index.html 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeyVDmQlGbPvlI5Ccob91JQ  

https://www.youtube.com/user/GIZonlineTV 
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