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Dear Readers,

 

Welcome to the last quarter of the year.

 

First and foremost, with the passing of the our beloved King Bhumibol Adulyadej, Thailand and the  

world has lost a great leader. His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej has been a pillar of the Kingdom. 

Throughout his reign of 70 years, he has worked tirelessly to modernise the Kingdom of Thailand with 

a special focus on sustainable development. He has initiated more than 4,000 projects to advance Thai 

people’s welfare and happiness and turned Thailand into one of the leading countries in South East Asia. 

May we all remember him, learn what he has done and continue great work to contribute to Thailand.

 

In this edition, we brought together the updates from our projects including “Energy Plus Buildings” 

Workshops of the Urban Nexus Project, Community-based Renewable Energy on Koh Jik from  

Renewable Energy Project Development Programme, a new cooperation between Ulaanbaatar City  

Government, Mongolia and the Urban Nexus Project, Promotion of Sufficiency Economy and Value  

Chain Approaches in Agricultural Extension in Timor-Leste by Trilateral  Cooperation in Timor-Leste, 

Integrity to Food Security of fruit juice products from ASEAN SAS and many other activities from other 

projects. Before the end of this year, GIZ Training Services Bangkok still has seats available in our  

training courses. Those interested can apply online through http://training.thai-german-cooperation.info/

index.php/training.

 

For more regular updates, please visit our website at www.thai-german-cooperation.info and Facebook 

www.facebook.com/gizthailand.

 

Best regards,

The newsletter team

http://www.thai-german-cooperation.info
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Regional BRIA Workshop to Promote
Knowledge Sharing in Strengthening Rice Value Chain

BRIA aims to upgrade the rice value chain in the region 
by strengthening farmer organizations and facilitating 
multi-stakeholder dialogue among value chain actors. 

To reflect on its commitments to strengthen market 
linkages on its project indicators, the BRIA Regional 
Secretariat held an in-house workshop at Taman Simalem 
Resort (TSR), in North Sumatra, Indonesia, from 31 August 
to 1 September, 2016. In the third year of project 
implementation, BRIA countries have implemented 
various strategies and interventions.

By Kamol Taukitphaisarn  Better Rice Initiative Asia (BRIA)

This regional workshop therefore allowed BRIA teams 
in the four countries to share and exchange experiences 
and lessons learnt to sharpen the market linkage strategies.
Representatives of the ASEAN Sustainable Agrifood 
Systems (SAS) and other GIZ related projects were also 
invited to join this event in order to accumulate internal 
and external expertise on rice cultivation practices and 
to enhance joint collaboration. The meeting helped the 
participants gain a common understanding of upgrading
the market linkages in each specific project country 
while clarifying some general principles with regard to 
the understanding of food-marketing systems within a 
development context. To make any effective interventions
in the systems, it is necessary to define the types of 
marketing channels, their linkages and functions. 

This regional workshop has helped the BRIA teams to better

contribute to Value Chain (VC) upgrading, market access solutions

and implementation strategies in their respective countries.
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Specifically, the workshop sought to achieve the following 
objectives and expected outputs:

• To exercise the value chain analysis under the framework
  of the ValueLinks methodology developed by GIZ
• To work on various relevant market linkage models in 
 the region under the ValueLinks framework (value chain 
 analysis methodology) 
• To understand and document the rice market in the 
 region through lessons learnt in various BRIA countries 
• To revisit and improve BRIA’s market linkage strategies
• To share market linkage models and strategies in each 
 BRIA country
• To analyse and document BRIA interventions in the value 
 chain area 

Prior to the workshop, the participants took part in a field 
visit on 30 August to explore the value chain models in 
North Sumatra by visiting small- and medium-sized millers, 
rice farmers (Rice Value Chain), the Taman Simalem organic 
farm & market (Organic Horticulture Value Chain), seed 
growers and the association (Rice Seed Value Chain). 
The participants had opportunities to assess the current 
supply chain, actors and functions and potential Value 
Chain upgrading in the province.

Value Chain Analysis with ValueLinks 

At the workshop, the participants assessed supply 
chain models from the project’s interventions covering 
pre-production, production up until the customers or 
consumers, from the farmer group level to the district, 
provincial and national levels. They then presented the 
relevant value chain mapping to show all the various 
actors and their functions, challenges as well as potential,
and analysed lessons learned from the upgrading 
solutions. 

The participants based their analyses on the ValueLinks 
framework covering the following guiding topics:

 1 Markets situation of the commodity in a specific chain 
  (variety/type, quantity, prices, channels, level, specific 
  region, im/exports, demand and supply)
 2 Actors of the supply chain (SC), roles and shares 
 3 Constraints involved along the SC 
 4 Project´s interventions and key strategies
 5 Supply chain mapping, market linkages, upgraded map
 6 Economic benefits/added to Value Chain actors at 
  different levels
 7 Environmental impacts to/from the Value Chain, 
  social impacts of the Value Chain at different levels
 8 Progress/results of the selected solutions
 9 Lessons learned to the present (What works well and 
  what does not?  What are the key success factors and 
  what are key concerns/obstacles? What would be 
  done differently next time?)
 10 Drivers of product marketing (product quality, pricing, 
  value proposition, risk management, relationship with 
  customers) market trend (value and preference: taste, 
  colour, certification, etc.), global trends, guaranteed 
  supply, etc.) 
 11 Elements that need to be considered such as the 
  relationship between farmers and middlemen, 
  product grading (quality), policy on the standard, 
  infrastructure, logistics, etc.

The BRIA Regional Secretariat believes that this second 
regional workshop has helped the BRIA teams to better 
contribute to Value Chain upgrading, market access 
solutions and implementation strategies in their 
respective countries. The first workshop entitled “Capacity
Development to Boost the Rice Sector” was organized 
in Bangkok, Thailand in May last year.
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On 2 August, 2016, BRIA entered into a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the International Rice Research 
Institute (IRRI) on “Joint Cooperation in Outreach Initiatives 
to Contribute towards Improving the Rice Sector in the 
Southeast Asian Region”. The signing was held at the IRRI 
headquarters in Laguna Province, the Philippines. 

Dr. Andreas Kalk, Resident Director of GIZ Regional Office 
for the Philippines and the Pacific, and Dr. Matthias Bickel, 
BRIA Focal Person, represented the BRIA project while 
Dr. Matthew Morell, Director General of IRRI inked the 
MoU on behalf of IRRI. The purpose of this MoU is to 
provide a framework of cooperation and understanding 
and to facilitate collaboration between the two parties to 
foster the scaling-up of rice sector technologies in various 

outreach initiatives in Southeast Asia. This is intended to 
support R&D and the outreach initiative in improving the 
rice value chain in the ASEAN countries, especially where 
BRIA is actively involved, and to support the strategy of the 
BRIA project expansion.

Furthermore, both IRRI and BRIA intend to jointly support
the ASEAN endeavours for sustainable and climate-smart 
rice systems, also making reference to the “ASEAN 
Regional Guidelines for Promoting Climate Smart 
Agriculture (CSA) Practices” by building on and expanding
current BRIA and IRRI outreach activities. IRRI has now 
become a member of the BRIA Steering Committee.

BRIA Signs MoU with IRRI to Improve
Regional Rice Cultivation and Value Chains

By Kamol Taukitphaisarn  Better Rice Initiative Asia (BRIA)

Both BRIA and IRRI intend to jointly support the

ASEAN endeavours for sustainable rice systems and

the outreach initiative in improving the regional rice value chain.
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IRRI and BRIA recognise specific areas of cooperation 
derived from synergies in their respective mandates. 
The areas of cooperation may include the following:

a) ICT (Information and Communication Technology)
ICT tools to support farmers in improving their agricultural 
practices and to assist farmers in accessing more qualitative 
information on rice cultivation and the rice value chain. 

b) Farm Mechanization
Farm mechanization is needed to improve the net 
profitability of rice farming and secure food security. 
In order to mitigate labour shortages, mechanization 
should be promoted where appropriate.

c) Climate-Smart Agriculture
Rice farming is highly exposed to climate change as it is 
directly dependent on climatic conditions. Recognising 
the importance of adopting climate-smart practices, policy 
frameworks and access to finance in the region, climate-
smart agriculture should be jointly promoted.

d) Joint Proposal Development
The parties intend to jointly develop project proposals in 
order to foster the outreach of technologies in the rice 
sector in Southeast Asia with funding from third parties.

e) Public-Private Partnerships
The parties intend to more closely cooperate on fostering  
Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) in the ASEAN region, e.g. 
under the Sustainable Rice Platform (SRP) and exploring 
possibilities of collaboration with the World Economic 
Forum / GrowAsia and its partner initiatives in the rice 
sector as well as to regularly exchange information on 
relevant PPP initiatives and best practices.

In addition, IRRI and BRIA will also explore other avenues 
of collaboration on a case-by-case basis.

Last but not least, BRIA also seeks to strengthen its 
cooperation with the “Remote Sensing-based Information 
and Insurance for Crops in Emerging Economies” (RIICE) 
project that deals with risk management and crop insurance 
and is implemented by IRRI and GIZ.

This, with support from IRRI and RIICE, BRIA intends to 
jointly support various outreach initiatives aimed at 
contributing to the improvement of the rice value chain 
in the region, especially in the areas where IRRI and GIZ 
outreach activities are already being conducted.
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From Fruit to Juice: From Integrity to Food Security
High standards are the answer to trade and economy, but more valuable

still is righteousness and integrity on the path towards food security

Everything in this world is interrelated and interconnected. 
When one thing happens, it affects something else.

Thailand has long been an abundant source of raw 
materials for nutritive foods and this has given the country
the potential to manufacture and distribute fruit juice and 
concentrated juice that comply with global agricultural 
quality requirements to the world market. 

However, this opportunity could well be diminished, as it 
has been found that the fruit juice products from Thailand 
do not meet importers’ standards. 

By Rojana Manowalailao  ASEAN Sustainable Agrifood Systems (ASEAN SAS)

“Even though Thailand still has a good image among its 
foreign customers, some problems have been found with our 
pineapple juice,” said Ms. Napaporn Rattanametta, Project 
Manager (Food Safety), ASEAN Sustainable Agrifood 
Systems. “These are, first, a high quantity of nitrates, which 
come from the overuse of chemicals in the soil and the 
pineapples themselves and are mostly found in the unripe 
fruit, and, second, some indicative substances that do not 
meet international standards of hygiene that occur during 
the production process.” 

Producing a commodity that is up to standard requires not 
only close attention during the production process, but 
also from very beginning of the chain, in the plantations 
in which the fruit are grown.
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“Quality must be the keyword of both farmers and 
manufacturers and both must be aware of what the word 
‘quality’ really means,” said Mr. Sa-nguanpan Laongam, 
a pineapple grower in Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, 
Thailand.  

Quality pineapples must be ripe, fresh, and beautiful. Ripe 
means ripened naturally, fresh means that they must be 
delivered to the factory within 24 hours of picking, and 
beautiful means without any contaminating substances, 
rotten or with damage of any form. When they meet all 
these factors, we can call them ‘quality pineapples’.

“As a farmer, I know that when I deliver quality products to 
a quality factory, it will bring good results. No country 
dislikes quality products,” said Mr. Sa-nguanpan.

Another pineapple grower in Prachup Khiri Khan, Mr. Phitak 
Pariyakul shared his experiences in the plantation. “We must 
pay attention and be aware that overuse of chemicals will 
damage the factory. And if the factory is unable to continue 
its business, we cannot either,” he said.

Nonetheless, market competition, price fluctuations 
during less productive periods and economic conditions 
are all factors that push farmers to use more chemicals 
and harvest before the pineapples are fully ripe, leading to 
nitrate and chemical residues in their products that exceed 
import standards. 

The return of the finished product from its final source 
affects the manufacturers directly, not only because of 
the loss of capital, which impacts on other natural and 
human resources, but also due to the loss of customer 
trust, which affects the future of the larger population.

“In order to attain sustainability, consumers, manufacturers 
and farmers, who together form the foundation of this quality 
process, must connect with and support each other. This must 
start at the very beginning of the production process, with 
the farmers growing good quality raw materials to deliver to 
the factory. The factory then must produce a good quality 
product that complies with safe and standard measures 
for the consumers. These are interrelated and connected 
and they make up ‘business sustainability and living security’,” 
said Mr. Boonchai Leethira, an Executive Board Member 
of the Prachub Fruit Canning in Prachuap Khiri Khan.

Mr. Sa-nguanpan Laongam, Pineapple grower
in Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, Thailand

Quality must be the keyword of both farmers

and manufacturers and both must be aware

of what the word ‘quality’ really means.
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Call for Public-Private Partnerships
in Developing Green Agriculture in ASEAN

ASEAN countries recognise the need to strengthen ties 
through Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) if they are to 
improve environmentally friendly agrifood production. 

In this regard, 8 ASEAN Member States met recently in 
Bangkok to discuss future strategies and directions to 
further address sustainable agriculture in the ASEAN 
Region.

By Rojana Manowalailao and Thitirat Uraisin
ASEAN Sustainable Agrifood Systems (ASEAN SAS)

At the 7th Steering Committee Meeting of the ASEAN 
Sustainable Agrifood Systems (ASEAN SAS) project, 
Mr. Quy Duong Nguyen, Deputy Director General of the 
Plant Protection Department in Vietnam, raised the issue 
of chemical overuse in agriculture production in his 
country and suggested training chemical retailers and 
farmers to be responsible pesticide users as one way 
to reach sustainable agrifood production.
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In improving the GAP system, Dr. Bickel again stressed 
the need for the involvement of the public and private 
sectors in tackling the issue while committing to further 
programmes and activities in developing crop insurance 
in the ASEAN region. In the meantime, cooperation from 
potential partners would be sought.
 
The 7th Steering Committee Meeting of the ASEAN SAS was 
held on 17 June 2016 in Bangkok, Thailand and attended 
by steering committee members (focal points) from 
the eight ASEAN countries with the exception of Brunei 
Darussalam and Singapore and a representative of the 
Project Coordination Unit (PCU) of ASEAN SAS project. 
Malaysia will host the 8th Steering Committee Meeting in 
December 2016.

Training for chemical retailers and farmers 

in becoming responsible pesticide users is one way

to reach sustainable agrifood production.

Dr. Matthias Bickel, ASEAN SAS Project Director, responded 
by saying teaming up with public and private companies 
would be necessary to achieve this aim, adding that 
although ASEAN SAS had cooperated with the Can Tho 
University and the Cuu Long Delta Rice Research Institute
to develop training modules supported by Croplife 
International to train 15,000 farmers and 300 pesticide 
retailers in agro-ecological practices and the effective use 
and safe application of pesticides, more cooperation and 
investment was needed to reach larger target groups. 

“Pests are a huge issue in the ASEAN countries as is education 
for the pesticide dealers [and farmers]. We should take this 
to PPP [Public Private Partnership], because the PPP model 
allows us to tap additional cooperation, funding and 
investment from the private sector, which also has concerns 
in this regard,” Dr. Bickel said.

The 19 representatives from the ASEAN Member States and
ASEAN SAS project also discussed potential improvement 
to a Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) system in Myanmar, 
particularly in relation to mangoes and other crops in 
addition to the project’s priority crops of rice, vegetables and 
fruit. This issue was raised by Mr. Aye Ko Ko, Deputy Director-
General of Department of Agriculture from Myanmar. 

Mr. Aye Ko Ko also expressed his country’s interest in 
improving the crop insurance mechanism in Myanmar. 
He said climate change was a major concern in his country, 
explaining that last year alone some 800,000 acres of rice 
fields were destroyed by unusual climate-related disasters.

10



111111

By Lisa Faust and Weerinpat Janewatanakul  Standards in the Southeast Asian Food Trade 

Overwhelmed by the many different kinds of food 
standards in today’s world, consumers are increasingly 
demanding concise and accurate information and 
assurances about what they are eating.

The GIZ-supported project Standards in the Southeast 
Asian Food Trade (SAFT) has produced a short infographic 
video in cooperation with the ASEAN Member States (AMS) 
to describe different types of food standards and why they 
are important for the ASEAN region.

The video starts by shedding light on the key role of 
the agriculture and food sector in Southeast Asia, which 
accounts for a significant share of the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) in many AMS. The region produces a large 

amount of food that is consumed by people all over the 
world, yet only a small percentage is currently certified to 
assure safety, quality and acceptable production procedures 

The content looks at two standards; Good Agricultural 
Practices (GAP) and Organic. Whilst food safety lies at 
the heart of GAP, sustainable farming techniques take 
centre stage in organic agriculture. These two standards 
are particularly important for the region, as ASEAN is 
currently adapting these standards specifically to the 
Southeast Asian context – namely ASEAN Good Agricultural 
Practices (ASEAN GAP) and ASEAN Standard for Organic 
Agriculture (ASOA). 

Visualising “Food Standards for ASEAN”
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Emphasis is placed on the different benefits of the two 
regional standards. For consumers, ASEAN GAP and ASOA 
assure that the food is safe to eat regardless of where it was 
produced in Southeast Asia. For retailers, these standards 
will facilitate trade within the region by harmonising the 
process of importing and exporting. For farmers, it means 
that they can improve market access opportunities by 
expanding their markets. For the environment, they reduce 
the impact of agricultural practices. Last but not least, 
the video reminds viewers that their decision matters 
whether they decide to buy certified or uncertified food.

The infographic “Food Standards for ASEAN” was 
produced by SAFT as part of its objective in supporting 
the ASEAN Secretariat and its AMS in the development 
and implementation of ASEAN GAP and ASOA. It is used 
as a tool to increase awareness among stakeholders along 
the supply chain (farmers, processors, traders, retailers, 
etc.) as well as consumers on the importance of food 
standards. By demonstrating the benefits of food standards, 
the video hopes to inspire food producers, traders and 
related stakeholders to comply with food standards. 

The video is now available English, but will also be translated 
into the other languages of the AMS. Watch it at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dy6qG0BV_U. 

For questions or further information please contact
SAFT project at weerinpat.janewatanakul@giz.de

For consumers, ASEAN GAP and ASOA assure

that the food is safe to eat regardless of where

it was produced in Southeast Asia.

For retailers, these standards will facilitate trade

within the region by harmonising the process

of importing and exporting.

For farmers, it means that they can

improve market access opportunities

by expanding their markets.

For the environment, they reduce

the impact of agricultural practices.
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By Imporn Ardbutra
Support to the Development and Implementation of the Thai Climate Change Policy

Thailand is taking a leading role in representing the interests and linking efforts of the Group of 77 (G-77) and China to 
a number of climate negotiation groups in both developing and developed countries. It is a great opportunity as well 
as challenge for Thailand to facilitate and coordinate with 135 nations on various issues under the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) negotiations. 

In this regard, GIZ and Office of The Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning (ONEP) conducted  
a training workshop on “Negotiations and Conflict Resolution” on 25-27 July 2016 in Bangkok.  

The training workshop, which saw the participation of ONEP, key stakeholders and other relevant entities in Thailand, 
aimed to enhance the negotiating skills and understanding of climate change diplomacy within the UNFCCC context, 
to identify related protocol and agreements, as well as respective commitments and negotiating positions. It also 
appraised the key issues in the ongoing international climate change negotiations and developments at recent 
negotiation sessions and conferences. 

Bridging Climate Actions
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It was an honour to have Dr. Adrian Macey and Dr. 
Vanchai Vatanasapt providing insights and sharing 
their expertise in this workshop. Dr. Macey is a former 
Ambassador to France and Algeria and a former Chair of 
the UN Kyoto Protocol. Dr. Vanchai established a centre 
which later became the Office of Peace and Governance 
at King Prajadhipok’s Institute (KPI), a think tank for 
Parliamentarians, and the RUC School of Leadership and 
Just Peace Development.

The 3 topics selected for the main points of discussion 
and exercises were Paris Agreement transparency, means 
of implementation, and climate change adaptation. Other 
issues included key issues and challenges for Thailand in 
climate change negotiations, both in terms of national 
interest and as Chair of the G-77, the role of the Chair in 
climate change negotiations, identifying the zone of 
possible agreement (ZOPA) and knowing the best 
alternative to a negotiated agreement (BATNA) and 
communications including language in negotiations.
 
The training workshop on Negotiations and Conflict 
Resolutions could be applied successfully to the work 
of the participants, especially during the upcoming 
Conference of Parties (COP22) to be held in Marrakesh, 
Morocco in November 2016. This event confirms the 
significance of the Thai government’s preparations to enter 
into the Paris Agreement, with Thailand ratifying the Paris 
Agreement and submitting the necessary documentation 
to the UNFCCC in September 2016.

The workshop helped participants to identify their 

weaknesses in relation to negotiation skills and

suggested ways of improvement. The experts

have a lot of experience in negotiations including

climate negotiations, and have interesting

techniques to draw the attention of the participants. 

noted one participant.
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Rarely visited by tourists, the island of Koh Jik lies off Chanthaburi province in the Gulf of Thailand.This serene and 
safe island is home to a mere 100 households. The majority of its inhabitants are fishermen who rely on marine 
resources. The lives of the local community depend heavily on their environment and thus the conservation of the island 
is essential.

Despite its proximity to the mainland, Koh Jik is not connected to the national electricity grid, as the Provincial 
Electricity Authority cannot economically supply electricity to an off-grid rural community on a island with such a 
small population. Prior to 2004, the residents ran individual diesel generators to meet their electricity demands. 

The diesel, transportation and maintenance cost of these generators were high and as a result, electricity supply was 
not available 24/7 in most households.

Community-based Renewable Energy:
Koh Jik – Small Island with a Great Vision

By Katrin Lammers  Renewable Energy Project Development Programme

Khun Narongchai Hemsuwan, community leader: “Koh Jik can be self-sustainable

in terms of electricity and be a showcase for other islands in Thailand.
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In 2004, The King Mongkut University of Technology 
Thonburi (KMUTT), with financing from the Ministry of 
Energy, installed a renewable energy (RE) – diesel hybrid 
grid to connect all households. The island is now supplied 
with solar power, wind power, batteries and a central 
diesel generator. This allows the households to save diesel 
costs and ensures minimal impacts on the environment 
during the transportation and use of the diesel fuel. 
Since the initial installation, the electricity system has 
been upgraded twice to increase the share of RE to the 
electricity supply. 

The whole system is operated and maintained by the  
community. They organize it through their Koh Jik Energy 
Service Company (ESCO) which enables them to be 
independent of private operators and all benefits remain 
within the community. Since the system has been 
operating for many years, some technical problems have 
occurred and the current system is not able to tap its 
full potential. 

In 2015, our Project Development Programme (PDP) 
team came across this model community. With the aim 
of supporting the communities to improve their system 
and achieve an energy-efficient electricity supply, PDP 
together with the Ministry of Energy, the King Mongkut 
University of Technology Thonburi and private companies, 
sent an initial delegation to the island to assess the current 
situation. Additional visits and cooperation between the 
involved parties are already planned to collect technical 
data, re-design and upgrade the system in order to increase 
efficiency and provide a secured power system.

Koh Jik’s vision is to achieve a 100 % RE electricity supply 
and phase out their diesel generator. Following the 
‘seeing is believing’ principle, Koh Jik serves as a showcase 
community from where the idea can be spread to other 
islands.

Community information and training centre

One of the solar systems installed on Koh Jik

Walk-through on the Island

The community leader is explaining the water  
pumping system
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On 24 August 2016,  the Thailand International 
Cooperation Agency (TICA) organized the “1st TICA Connect 
for the Launch of TICA logo: Meet & Greet with TICA 
Superstars” at Vithes Samosorn Hall, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

The “TICA Connect” series aim to showcase Thailand’s 
experiences in building development works and 
exchanging views with partners on how global and 
regional cooperation can better serve the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). The first TICA Connect saw 

By Pattamon Wattanawanitchakorn  Thai–German Trilateral Cooperation Programme

GIZ Joins TICA Connect

the launch of the new TICA logo, signifying its evolution to 
fill development gaps through collaboration with 
stakeholders.  It represents how Thailand has grown from a 
small nation to making an impact on the world.  Thailand 
is committed to achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), particularly by using the Sufficiency Economy 
Philosophy (SEP) approach in the agriculture, business 
and public health sectors.  In this regard, TICA is a crucial 
actor to promote sustainable development cooperation 
through capacity building and multilateral partnerships.  
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The “TICA Connect” series aim to showcase Thailand’s experiences in building development works

and exchanging views with partners on how global and regional cooperation can better serve the UN

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The first TICA Connect saw the launch of the new TICA logo,

signifying its evolution to fill development gaps through collaboration with stakeholders. Thailand

is committed to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly by using the

Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP) approach in the agriculture, business and public health sectors.

The event featured video presentations of the logo 
and introduction of the superstars, as well as a launch 
performance.  The five ‘Superstars’ are individuals who 
have benefited from TICA’s programmes. They are diverse 
in nationality as well as roles, going from a volunteer in 
Bhutan to a fellowship awardee from Mozambique. The 
keynote address was delivered by Dr. Surin Pitsuwan, former 
Secretary-General of ASEAN and one of TICA’s Superstars. 
He emphasized the elements of the SDGs and their 
connectedness as one humanity, equity, and global 
consciousness of collective ownership.  

This event is the first in a series. The next TICA Connect 
event will feature cooperation between Thailand and 
Germany over the past 6 decades.

1818
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From 15 to 19 August, the Thailand International 
Cooperation Agency (TICA), the GIZ-IEP Timor-Leste 
(Support to Peaceful Development through Innovative 
Employment Promotion), and the Ministry Agriculture and 
Fisheries (MAP-TL) carried out a market assessment and 
value chain analysis of agricultural commodities and the 
labour market for agricultural commodities in 4 targeted 
pilot villages (Hera, Metinaro, Lihu and Ulmera) with the 
aim of obtaining evidence-based information for project/
activity design.  

With the view to turning food sufficiency into action, 
the aim was to shed light on the status and viability of 
existing and potential markets and determine which have 
the best potential for employment opportunities, product 
expansion, market viability, value addition opportunities, 
quality improvement and input availability to small 
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By Adelia dos Reis Kebos  Trilateral Cooperation in Timor-Leste

Promotion of Sufficiency Economy and Value Chain 
Approaches in Agricultural Extension in Timor-Leste

farmers/producers. A consultant from Satya Wacana 
University of Indonesia, Mrs. Sri Sulandjari, conducted 
the analysis through researching gaps, field visits, market 
analysis discussions, and reporting of key findings. The visits 
took place in 4 target villages under three municipalities 
(Dili, Ermera and Liquica). Two sessions were held during 
each visit: a morning session for interviews and an afternoon 
session for Focus Group Discussion (FGD) 

Food sufficiency can be achieved if farmers produce their  
products independently, based on processes such as 
seeding, spawning seed, farming, nursing, and harvesting.
As a consequence, the price range will be affordable to 
consumers and they will no longer be dependent on 
imports.  Food sovereignty can thus be established when 
all districts in Timor-Leste are food sufficient.
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The figure above shows the methodology used to support the process of research. Three instruments are used in this 
research. First is guidance in reviewing secondary data and for value chain assessment through desk review and in-depth 
interviews with key informants (farmers). The second is a quick survey of farmers & traders; and the third is guidance 
for FGD using appropriate approaches through SWOT analysis. 

The review of the Value Chain analysis in the target villages identified the potential for communities to upgrade 
inclusively, leading to food sufficiency and poverty reduction. There are four key strategic considerations for the 
Government: infrastructure (especially guarantee of adequate water supply), credit for farmers, facilities and system for 
the end products, and strengthening farmers’ collective bargaining. The main recommendation is to develop organic 
produce for the low-end and high-end markets. Farmers can increase the amount of organic crops produced to fulfill 
market demands from the capital, which will increase their household income.  This activity contributes to the project 
objective of improving incomes of the selected rural communities through higher agricultural productivity, business 
development and value chain promotion.

Desk review

Conducting FGD for analyzing problems

Preparing research instruments:
value chain assessment guidance & questionaire

Providing solutions by linking them
with institution or person related issues

In-depth interview with key informants

Interviewing the selected actors (farmer/seller)
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Organic Pesticides Fertilizer based on the Metinaro village 

model can be used because it contains local leaves and

ingredients that can fulfill the demand of three other villages. 

During the upgrading process, a demonstration plot experiment 

can be undertaken using an external product. Each area

demonstration plot in four target villages can be 2500m2.  

Moderation
Villages

• Use natural local
resources with efficient care
• Start from food sufficiency

then expand markets
within their capacities

• Use accessible
household workforce

Knowledge

• Use appropriate innovations and
technologies to improve productivity

• Increase understanding of organic farming
• Provide policy and strategic

recommendations to MAP

Morality

• Support inclusive growth through
participatory approach with community

• Increase household income
and reduce poverty   

Reasonableness
Extension workers
• Support farmers

in subsistence farming
and commercialize

beyond their local markets
• Assess farming conditions

and value chain potential
to upgrade community

products

Resilience
• Farmers reduce risks by

less use of chemicals, replacing
these with bio-agents in farming

• The guideline/training
curricula for extension workers

ensures independence 
• Risk mitigation through
multiple market channels 
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GIZ-ECOSWat in collaboration with Tungsong and 
Nakhon Si Thammarat Provincial Offices held a public 
seminar on “Integrated Water Management through 
Ecosystem-based Adaptation” at The Southern Technology 
College, Thung Song, Nakhon Si Thammarat on 14 June 
2016. The German Ambassador, H. E. Peter Prügel, gave 
the opening speech and highlighted the long and  
successful cooperation between Germany and Thailand 
as well as similarities in the challenges in water 
management faced by both countries. 

The public seminar aimed to raise awareness of the 
importance of water resources and water regulation in 
providing clean water services for the local communities. 
This will lead to a discussion on challenges and further 
developments in the regional water management. The 
508 participants identified challenges and opportunities 
of potential ecosystem-based water management 
approaches in the group sessions.

The Ambassador later visited the Wang Heep reservoir 
and Chai Montri Living Weir to learn about the assessments 
conducted in these locations and the local “bottom-up” 
water management initiatives. Lastly the Ambassador 
was warmly welcomed by the President of the Walailak 
University, Asst. Prof. Dr. Valla Tantayotai, with whom 
GIZ- ECOSwat is currently developing future cooperation 
on the inclusion of ecosystem services in the curriculum. 

The population in the Tha Di River Basin faces erosion 
of riverbanks, severe water pollution and destruction of 
infrastructure from flash floods. Five different types of 
ecosystem-based measures at various locations along the 
river have been identified. They represent pilot solutions 
and can also be transferred to other river basins facing 
similar challenges.

German Ambassador Chairs Public Seminar on Water 
Management through Ecosystem-Based Adaptation

By Poom Pinthep and Falk Momber  Improved Management of
Extreme Events through Ecosystem-based Adaptation in Watersheds (ECOSWat)

Water management cannot be done by one organization. Relevant stakeholders have to work closely together.

The experience and knowledge of the local population should not be neglected but instead combined

with government knowledge to reach the goal of sustainable water resources management.

Mr.Songchai Wongwatcharadamrong, Mayor of Tung Song Municipality
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Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn visited 
The Sirindhorn International Environmental Park Cha Am, 
Phetchaburi province, Thailand on 27 June 2016 to preside 
over the opening ceremony and presented a royal token 
to Mr. Roland Treitler, Project Director of GIZ- ECOSWat. 

The ECOSWat project also took part in the exhibition to 
disseminate its knowledge and experience on Ecosystem-
based Adaptation (EBA). GIZ’s implementing partner, the 
Department of Water Resources, underlined its ownership 
of the ECOSWat Project by presenting posters showing 
the jointly developed EBA measures tackling floods and 
droughts in 3 river basins. 

The International Conference on Climate Change, 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services for the Sustainable 
Development Goals: Policy and Practice (ICCCB) was held 
on 27-29 June 2016, with GIZ hosting a dinner talk on the 
27 June. Mr. Treitler gave the keynote speech, in which 
he emphasized the formulation of a climate change 
knowledge platform. The two approaches are crucial for the 
future collaboration between national and international 
partners. He also stressed that ecosystems services are 
economically undervalued.

GIZ Receives Royal Token at ICCCB Conference

By Ketpharima Sansud  Improved Management of
Extreme Events through Ecosystem-based Adaptation in Watersheds (ECOSWat)

The Sirindhorn International Environmental Park consists 
of 6 different learning units. The Princess Mangrove 
Plantation which is located in Klong Bang Tra Yai and 
Klong Bang Tra Noi provides an abundance of ecosystems.
These mangrove forests can be used as a natural classroom
to understand ecosystem services. The Integrated 
Constructed Wetlands, known as Lam Phak Bia under 
the Royal Project, use ecosystem services for wastewater 
treatment.  These 2 learning units can be great 
demonstration sites for ECOSWat training (EBA and 
Economic Evaluation Training). The cooperation between 
ECOSWat and Sirindhorn International Environmental 
Park is currently being developed.

A climate change knowledge platform formulation and

networking development are crucial to the future collaboration 

between national and international partners.  Ecosystems

are undervalued and we should work together to strengthen 

their importance through identified and economic value

in line with the sustainable development goals.

Mr.Roland Treitler, ECOSWat Project Director
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Signing of MoU between Ulaanbaatar City Government 
and the GIZ Urban Nexus Project

By Ruth Erlbeck  Integrated Resource Management in Asian Cities: the Urban NEXUS

On August 5, 2016 a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) was signed between the newly elected Mayor 
of Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, S. Batbold and Ruth Erlbeck, 
Project Director of the “Integrated Resource Management
in Asian cities: the Urban Nexus Project”, financed by 
the German Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ), to formalize and structure 
cooperation for the follow-up phase of the Regional Urban 
Nexus Project to be implemented between 2016-2018.

The agreed-upon cooperation will concentrate on 
thermo-technical retrofitting of buildings and pilot 
sanitation projects in Ulaanbaatar.

The Mongolian Ministries of Construction and Urban 
Development (MCUD) and Environment and Tourism 
participate in the Urban Nexus Project complementing 

the efforts of Ulaanbaatar City within the framework of 
the “Mongolian Green Development Policy” (approved 
in 2014) with regard to the introduction of innovative 
engineering technologies as well as governance aspects 
concerning mandates and decentralization policies 
empowering the cities as drivers of development. 

The  “Green Development Strategy”  of Ulaanbaatar,   
approved in December 2015, is embedded in the  
2030  Sustainable Development Agenda (SDGs) and the  
Paris  Climate Agreement of December 2015  (COP 21).   
In  particular Goal 11  “to make cities and human  
settlements    inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable”   
and Goal 13 “to take urgent action to combat climate  
change and its  impacts as well as other SDGs shall be  
concretised through cross-sectoral infrastructure pilots 
in collaboration with the Urban Nexus Project.”
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Mayors, civil society, universities, donors and imple- 
menting organizations from six countries came together 
in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia on 3 – 5 August 2016 for the 
“North-East Asian Mayors’ Forum”.

Organized by the Ulaanbaatar City Government, this was 
the third time. The Forum has been held and on this 
occasion it was on the topic “Green Growth of Cities-
Green Energy Solutions”.  More than 200 individuals from 
China, Japan, Russia, South Korea, Hungary and Mongolia 
participated in the event.  

The objective of the Forum, which was initiated by the 
President of Mongolia, Mr. Elbedorj Tsakhia in 2011, is 
to share experience of best practices and peer-to-peer 
learning between cities all over Asia with regard to green 
growth and green energy solutions.

The GIZ Urban Nexus Project, which is financed by the 
German Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ), presented the “integrated resource 
management” approach at the Forum in the framework 
of the vision of a circular economy as the basis for resource 
efficiency economizing of precious resources such as water, 
energy, food and land.  

Concrete examples of innovative, cross sectoral engineering 
solutions include:
•	 Waste	water	to	energy,	reuse	of	water	and	nutrients
•	 Solid	waste	to	energy	and	water
•	 Reduction	of	energy	through	efficient	water	pumps	and 
 water loss detection and

Circular Economy with Innovative Technologies
Presented at “North-East Asian Mayors’ Forum”

By Ruth Erlbeck  Integrated Resource Management in Asian Cities: the Urban NEXUS

•	 Thermo-technical	 rehabilitation	of	public	 and	private 
 buildings and schools in Ulaanbaatar and hospitals, 
 kindergartens, dormitories and health stations in Western 
 Mongolia in collaboration with the bilateral GIZ Energy 
 Efficiency Project and the Swiss Agency for Development 
 and Cooperation (SDC) leading to reductions in energy 
 and CO2 emissions of  up to 50%  

These were presented and discussed during the Forum. 

The Urban Nexus is embedded in the international 2030 
Development Agenda (SDGs) as well as the Paris Climate 
Agreement (COP21) of December 2015 and the New Ur-
ban Agenda to be approved in Quito, Ecuador during the 
HABITAT III Conference in October 2016. 

In his closing statement, Mr. S. Batbold, the Mayor of 
Ulaanbaatar, thanked all the participants for their active 
participation and their commitment to support Ulaanbaatar 
to become a green city in the near future. He said he 
felt confident to reach this goal “with all the experts 
from  Asian Development Bank (ADB), the World Bank, 
International Finance Corporation (IFC) and GIZ around us”.

The “integrated resource management”

approach at the Forum in the framework of the

vision of a circular economy as the basis for

resource efficiency economizing of precious

resources such as water, energy, food and land.  



The Urban Nexus Project Organises “Energy Plus 
Buildings” Workshops 

Environmentally, an Energy Plus Building uses renewable 
(solar) energy, and therefore reduces the consumption of 
natural resources such as fossil fuels, thus reducing the 
carbon footprint. 

Socially, if the Energy Plus Buildings or Houses can be 
constructed at a low cost (ie. via incentives from 
Governments and/or via creative designs from architects 
and engineers), then on a large scale, society will benefit 
from having not only a home but also their very own 
power plant.

Technically, it is particularly difficult to find feasible 
technologies for Energy Plus Buildings in hot and humid 
climates. It is easier in Europe where the climate demands 
a strong component for heating and not only cooling 
and thus the technology is rather advanced, in particular 
in Germany, Switzerland and Austria. Discussion in the 
series of workshops covered extensively the design and 
technology application to achieve Energy Plus Buildings 
in Asia.
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GIZ Nexus Project in cooperation with the Fraunhofer 
Institute for Solar Energy Systems (ISE) in Freiburg, the 
National Housing Authority of Thailand, Chulalongkorn 
University, and EGS Plan Consultants, organized a series 
of “Energy Plus Buildings” Workshops and site visits to 
energy efficient buildings in Bangkok from 15 to 19 
August 2016.

With its focus on water, energy, and food security, GIZ Nexus 
project recognises the importance of decent housing in 
Asia. A home, where people live, is the concentration of 
resource consumption – especially energy. This brings 
about the opportunity to introduce an ambitious yet 
possible concept of “Energy Plus Buildings/Houses” 
to Asia.  

What is an Energy Plus Building?

An Energy Plus Building is a building which is able to 
produce more energy than it consumes. On the economic 
side, not only does an Energy Plus Building reduce the 
operations cost of the building itself, but also provides 
the property owner with potential revenue through the 
sales of electricity to the main grid. Moreover, buildings 
worldwide consume up to 40 per cent of energy. So there 
is a huge potential for saving both energy and money on 
a global scale. 

By Ralph Trosse and Rashane Sala Ngarm
Integrated Resource Management in Asian Cities: the Urban NEXUS
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The first of the series of workshops, held on 15 August 
2016 was co-organised by GIZ Nexus and National Housing 
Authority (NHA) of Thailand at NHA headquarters. 
The workshop was opened by the Deputy Governor 
Mr. Chavanintr Promrattanapong. The 50 participants 
were mainly architects and engineers of NHA along 
with representatives of a few contractors. Experts from 
Fraunhofer ISE, EGS Plan and GIZ discussed topics such 
as the application of renewable energies for buildings, 
examples and standards for construction in Germany and 
Thailand, marketing and business opportunities of Energy 
Plus Houses, and the roles of government agencies like the 
NHA and other relevant organisations in promoting and 
supporting Energy Plus Buildings. 

The second workshop took place on 17 August at 
the Faculty of Architecture, Chulalongkorn University. In 
partnership with the university, GIZ Nexus shifted the focus 
of Energy Plus Buildings dissemination to students and 
faculty members. The GIZ Nexus team and the speakers 
from Fraunhofer ISE and EGS Plan Consultants were 
welcomed by Deputy Dean of Architecture Faculty, 
Associate Professor Phanchalath Suriyothin. Leading the 
discussion, Fraunhofer ISE presented the methodology 
for realising zero energy buildings, good practices in zero- 
energy buildings in Germany and Asia, the interaction 
of building and grid, and the role and importance of 
education and research.

The third and last workshop took place on 18 August 
2016 and was designed to allow the Energy Plus Building 
concept to reach a wider Asian audience. Participants 
included representatives from GIZ Nexus partner 
organisations (UNESCAP, BISCAST), and partner countries 
and cities (China, Philippines (Naga), Vietnam (Danang), 
and Thailand (Chiang Mai and Nakhon Ratchasima). Fifteen 
representatives from private architecture and consulting 
companies operating both in Thailand and other Asian 
countries participated in the workshop.

Following the workshops, GIZ Nexus and EGS Plan led 
site visits on 19 August 2016. The participants had the 
opportunity to visit the energy-efficient building of Thai 
Health Promotion Foundation, which combines the 
concepts of energy efficiency, well-being and Thai culture. 
The second and last site visit was to the Energy Plus House 
of Pruksa real estate company. The designers used Pruksa’s 
existing house design and integrated several German 
technologies into the house in such a way that the house 
can produce and store more energy than the house itself 
needs.

27

“My Home, My Power Plant” 
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The Department of Land Transport led by its Director 
General Mr. Sanith Phromwong, and GIZ Thailand led by 
Mr. Stefan Helming, Country Director of Thailand and 
Malaysia, signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
on 24 August 2016 on “Collaboration in Promoting the 
Development of Sustainable Freight Transport and 
Logistics in the Mekong Region”. The signing was held 
at Rama Gardens Hotel, Bangkok.

This cooperation aims to improve the truck freight transport 
system through promoting the development of sustain-
able freight transport and logistics in the Mekong region, 
with funding by the European Union. It will enable the 
truck freight transport system to develop quality transport 
operators with required standards and regulations, as well 
as the implementation of related policies in this sector. As 
a consequence, it will enhance business capacities and 
increase competitiveness of transport operators in readiness 
for trade liberalisations in the transportation sector.
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Department of Land Transport and GIZ Thailand Sign MoU
on Collaboration in Promoting the Development of Sustainable 

Freight Transport and Logistics in the Mekong Region

By Wilasinee Poonuchaphai
Sustainable Freight Transport and Logistics in the Mekong Region

GIZ has committed to enhancing the implementation 
of fuel efficiency measures for transport operators, to 
supporting experts or specialists in reviewing and 
improving the regulations on the transport of dangerous 
goods and their translation into practice, as well as to 
enhancing the regulatory system of the Government for 
the transport of dangerous goods and supporting the 
development of the Department of Land Transport action 
plan on sustainable freight transport. GIZ will also promote 
and support exchanges of knowledge and experience 
on Thailand’s service quality standard for truck operation 
or Q Mark among the countries in the Mekong region, 
namely Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam. Last but 
not least, GIZ is to organises seminars and conferences 
for truck operators in the Greater Mekong Subregion on 
the subject of dangerous goods standards, Thailand’s 
service quality standard for truck operation (Q Mark) and 
sustainable freight transport.
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This cooperation aims to improve the truck freight transport system through promoting the development

of sustainable freight transport and logistics in the Mekong region, with funding by the European Union.

It will enable the truck freight transport system to develop quality transport operators with required standards

and regulations, as well as the implementation of related policies in this sector.

Under the MoU, the two parties have committed to the implementation of the project for a period of two years and five 
months effective from 24 August 2016 and ending on 31 January 2019.

On the same day, the Department of Land Transport also signed MoUs with the Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand, 
SCG Logistics Co.,Ltd and The Viriyah Insurance Public Company Limited on their individual terms. After the 
signing ceremony, Mr. Kamol Buranapong, Deputy Director- General of Department of Land Transport, presented the safety 
of land transport policies. In the afternoon, Mr. Sanith Phromwong, Director-General of Department of Land Transport, 
presented certificates to truck freight companies whose services have met the standards.
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By Farida Moawad  Transport and Climate Change Project

“Transportation for A Better Life: Safe and Smart Cities”
was the theme of this year ’s Asian Transportation 
Research Society (ATRANS) symposium, which was held 
on 19 August 2016 in Bangkok. The GIZ Transport and 
Climate Change project (TCC) was invited to give a 
presentation on fuel economy during the “Transportation, 
Energy and Environment” session.

Road transport makes up about 80 per cent of the world 
transport sector’s total energy consumption, noted TCC 
Project Director, Tali Trigg.

With passenger car travel projected to quadruple by 2050 
in the ASEAN region, and sales of passenger cars set to 
increase by 500 per cent in a business-as-usual (BAU) 
scenario between 2010 and 2050 (IEA, 2012), the expected 
rise in road transport CO2 emissions is alarming. Thus 
reductions through the implementation of fuel-efficiency 
policies and measures (in short: fuel economy) must be 
considered a low-hanging fruit that should be plucked 
sooner rather than later.

Fuel economy can be grouped into three categories: 
regulatory, monetary, and information and awareness-
related measures. While the first can refer to measures 
such as national tyre or CO2 emission standards, the 
second can refer to the implementation of “feebates”, 
where cars emitting a high amount of g/CO2 km are taxed 

TCC Highlights Fuel Economy to ATRANS

and lower-emitting vehicles are provided with rebates. 
Finally, consumer awareness measures include labelling, 
since this indicates the vehicle’s emission levels and 
potentially also the expected return on investment, 
therefore helping consumers to make an informed decision 
prior to the vehicle purchase.

TCC’s partner countries include Vietnam, Thailand, the 
Philippines, Malaysia, and Indonesia. While Vietnam and 
Thailand have some fuel economy policies in place, the 
remaining countries are still in the process of developing 
them. Based on the strategies set by the ASEAN Transport 
Strategic Action Plan (KLTSP; 2016-2025), TCC engages 
partner countries to implement sustainable transport 
measures and improve data and MRV (Measurement, 
Reporting and Verification) systems including fuel 
economy by applying the Avoid-Shift-Improve/Fuel (ASI/F) 
approach. In this sense, TCC is also keen on cooperating 
with research institutions to further expand on the 
availability of transport sector data and promote training 
and capacity-building in its partner countries.

Road transport makes up about 80 percent

of the world transport sector’s total energy consumption

noted TCC Project Director, Tali Trigg

This year’s speakers at the ATRANS Symposium, with Tali Trigg representing TCC.
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By Anusara Tanpitak and Nalina Hiranprueck
The Sector Networks TUEWAS (Transport, Environment, Energy and Water)

and SNRD Asia (Sector Network Natural Resources and Rural Development Asia)

An old saying has it that “two heads are better than one”, 
and as far as the development world goes, it requires 
working in a concerted manner to build on each other’s 
strengths. The recently established Joint Secretariat of two 
GIZ networks in Asia, located within GIZ Bangkok Office, 
will support and facilitate the work of its member projects 
across the region through sharing of best practices, 
improving results, and pitching the corporate portfolio, 
among many others. 

The tipping point for the decision to establish a joint 
secretariat can be traced back to the inaugural joint 
conference of the Sector Networks TUEWAS (Transport, 
Environment, Energy and Water) and SNRD Asia (Sector 
Network Natural Resources and Rural Development Asia) 
in June 2016 and the internal organisational reform, 
also known as Bauhaus. Recognising the value added 
that comes with stronger ties, the thematically closely 
related SNRD Asia and TUEWAS therefore decided to 
align operations and synergise resources. 

The FAQ below has been designed to acquaint you with 
the roles and functions of Sector Networks as part of GIZ’s 
knowledge management and explain why you should 
become a member and be part of this great circle for not 
only professional but many other reasons. 

FAQ
Q: What is a Sector Network? 
A: In principal, a Sector Network is a tool to group like- 
minded or closely interconnected people, projects and 
programmes together. As part of GIZ’s intention to 
manage the transfer of knowledge and best practices, 
Sector Networks help foster technical experts in sharing 
their experience and networking within their own focus 
areas or cross-sectorally. 

Joint Secretariat Puts Spotlights on Greater Collective 
Action and Policy Integration Efforts in Asia
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Q: What is a Sector Network’s main objective? 
A: Generally, a Sector Network aims to enhance learning 
and cooperation in the region through constructive and 
cost-effective exchange across different GIZ offices. 
This means synergising goals and activities and creating 
added value for projects, partners and GIZ staff working in 
different countries and contexts via virtual and web-based 
tools, in addition to face-to-face events. Additionally, it 
is meant to improve results, orientation and corporate 
visibility across regions.

Q: What is SNRD Asia?
A:  SNRD Asia stands for Sector Network Natural 
Resources and Rural Development in Asia. It currently 
links 58 programmes and projects in 21 countries across 
Asia Pacific as well as global and sector projects. The focus 
areas of SNRD Asia are categorised thematically under 
7 Working Groups, namely (1) Adaptation to Climate 
Change, (2) Agriculture, (3) Biodiversity, (4) Hills to 
Oceans, (5) Green Education, (6) Reducing Emissions 
from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+) and 
(7) Joint Working Group Sustainable Development Goals. 
Find out more at http://www.snrd-asia.org

http://www.snrd-asia.org
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Q: What is TUEWAS? 
A: TUEWAS means Transport, Environment, Energy, and 
Water in Asia. It is composed of more than 70 projects 
in 16 Asian countries and more than 150 individuals 
are actively involved in this sector network. Through 
thematic components, the member projects are 
categorised into the following Working Groups and one 
Task Force; (1) Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions 
(NAMAs) and Market Mechanisms, (2) Transformation – 
Urban Opportunities – Climate Change, (3) Sustainable 
Industrial Areas, (4) Renewable Energy, (5) Energy Efficiency, 
(6) Water and Sanitation, (7) Transport and Environment, 
and (8) Joint Working Group Sustainable Development 
Goals. To learn more,
visit: https://www.giz.de/fachexpertise/html/3358.html

Q: How can you become active in a Sector network? 
A: Everyone is encouraged to become active in a Sector 
Network that is related to the topic of their work, while 
interested external members are also welcome to join and 
exchange their ideas and experiences. More information 
on the application could be retrieved from the Secretariat. 

Interested in joining SNRD Asia or TUEWAS? 
Please contact:
Nalina Hiranprueck 
SNRD Asia and TUEWAS Network Manager 
T: +66 2 661 9273
E-mail: nalina.hiranprueck@giz.de 

For press and public relations inquiries,
contact: Anusara Tanpitak
SNRD Asia and TUEWAS Public Relations Officer
T: +66 81 904 3326
E-mail: anusara.tanpitak@giz.de
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