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Promote health institutes, personnel, equipment and researches
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Health care has been a continuing topic in Thai-German cooperation as it addresses the people’s basic needs.
The very first areas of work supported Thail health institutes with equipment and know-how.
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Centre in Bangkok (1966-1975)
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TR R qualified staff. One of the first research in biochemistry for Support in regional cooperation for education . o ! : T
neurology in Thailand was conducted here. Today it is known and research in tropical medicine and ugbmAsouAUN:BoBaRIudldUMSIIUUGeU. .
as the Prasat Neurological Institutes (PNI). public health. u.a.Uu nana
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Public Health Research Institute (1967-1971) .
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Ir;’izj'oa|vTiuﬁnamwva\]amUuiﬁmmsnwémms:uiﬁlad||numsu°1n'h Today, the centre offers trainings and study visits for
Set up of laboratories and research staff training have improved the many health related projects. Thailand is constantly
institute’s capacity. Formerly imported serum could be produced here. extending health expertise through the network.

“...The need for regional cooperation is so obvious.
Our countries are neighbouring countries.

The problems of our region are our problems.

If we do not cooperate and start solving problems now,
who else can better solve our problems for us?

Take tropical medicine. We live in the tropics.

Tropical diseases are our problems.

A coordinated programme of research and training

In this region will eliminate the possibility

of overlapping of work...”

[AsynsunuiglAsunisaduauu su "Tasynisnounuiaslod/iond na:IsainsoniwAguWuS mMelArugounusouiioniniAIvIGy!
InsumsliawuwrtonnUs:lestiogwavunisaauwadnuiiiuasiu alu. a1 uldilanazioluidaausiolutowsnia:us:inAwi

Many projects were supported such as “Control of HIV/AIDS/STD Partnership in Asia Region (CHASPPAR)”. The project produced
very useful guidebook on sex education for Lao teachers, which has been translated and extended to Africa and Myanmar.

M.L. Pin Malakul
20th Thai Minister of Education, 1957-1969
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FIght diseases and important health issues

S:HI UW.A. weon il W.A. wenw ANUSIualne-lwosiutiunmsaouAulsana:ifdymavnw Dlymunugisiawsonile
nisvwgua raglasumsivavldiuwungusuiwonndrynigvnawiiavaunIsSWeuIsUUN MSINYAS 1a:IASYIN?

During the 70s and 80s, the cooperation focused on combating diseases and specific health problems.
Many important health issues cannot be dealt within hospitals only. Various projects also covered
a health component to address health problems obstructing rural, agricultural and economic development on the ground.
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diseases With Khon Kaen University and Population and Community Development Association (PDA), cooperation

on prevention and control of HIV/AIDS and STD started in 1995. It developed models for prevention works

- Uaunuiiaznmankusounywarzualsnouns1gou considering special needs of the different target groups e.g. sex workers, youth, factory workers etc.

“miudszinAlngguavidudszinAnDAuUE Combating rats and dangerous disease carriers This contributed to more openness on issues such as sexuality and reduced discrimination of infected people.
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o L _ _ GURT weSIullTuau (anmvovu:iSunounR) / Liver flukes (leading to Cholangiocarcinoma or bile ducts cancer)
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medical services for rural communities . anvnuougUoslsawanslulilunuaseniosa: oo Ul w.ALENo IKasoga: oo Ul w.A.vEnOr
. a§1\]ﬂ0’1ums:m]nﬁhumSO’N||hJUﬂSOUﬂ§0TquUum\]”| From 1988-1992, the cooperation supported national programme of liver fluke control
by carrying out activities in 7 pilot northeastern provinces.
o Mobile units visiting different villages for diagnosis and treatment
o Material of health education, training and campaigning in the communities
Y W a noguan Uandu Ua$.. luleisen=susonidadin quauﬁadﬁuUSUIUgUa’l « Strategies for a grassroots disease control in national programme
L7C S@  (dnan Au e mssadrinadriliaubAUIdsIsion1:NWINBUINTS « Number of patients with liver flukes declined from 60% in 1987 to 10% in 1996
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Koi Pla, Pla Som, Pla Ra...In Southeast Asia, there is a variety of undercooked fresh-water fish
menu enjoyed by the local community. But these delicious dishes put the people at risk of
malnutrition and ingesting flukes that can cause a type of liver cancer called cholangiocarcinoma.
In 1984, 7 million people in Thailand were estimated to be infected with Liver Flukes.

bringing health benefits to farmers and consumers
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“So why does Thailand still have the Raising awareness on family planning
highest number of liver-fluke patients? in various communities
This is because Thai people do not
change their eating habits.

Medicine alone does not solve the

problem. They take the medicine and
eat raw fish again.”
Asst. Prof. Pratap Singhasivanon,

Secretary-General and Coordinator,
SEAMEO TROPMED Network
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;. Address new health challenges and build up national health security

Health care card
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Thai-German projects also addressed “new” health challenges, such as drug abuse,
and occupational safety and health in the Thai industries.
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----- - il S s From 1984, Thai-German Health Card Project has researched and tested possible
voluntary health insurance system in 5 pilot provinces. The project provided initial

N1SAYUALEgNawan / Narcotics Control .' b s important information and lessons-learnt which has contributed to the ambitious

' ' i reform for Thailand universal health care (UHC) coverage (30-Baht scheme) in 2001.
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Thai-German cooperation on crop substitution in the north of Thailand has been successful and e LJS:InﬂTn8|§UUﬁ§LJIV’\"I'Oa§'I\]ha“mJS:ﬁuqvmWﬁouhﬁ'ﬂuﬂ w.A.veee MIKIngiIduds:ina
its drug abuse control model had been scaled up in other areas. It also decentralise the narcotic R selsivunanvusmiunUs:inAnTs:uuknands=nutiourti 9anmsufsu Ussansus:unny
control structure in 4 pilot provinces resulting in reduction of drug dealing and consumption. : cY 9""IUHuﬁTU’[ﬁlfJuglnﬁN|0ﬂ6Uh§0\7’lS’lUmS Tﬁ§umsﬁumsaaIIa:US:ﬁuqvmWﬁ'ﬂSOUﬂa‘U
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WANNHUIBIIa:MsEoBIndonTEen InasouAuyatsiiwrassluws:usus U Budus:aumsni Thailand introduced universal health coverage (UHC) reforms in 2001, becoming
N1SATUUlUNDNA B | one of very few lower-middle income countries to do so. This means about 47 million
Today the Global Partnership on Drug Policies and Development (GPDPD, 2015-2019) o of the population who are not private sector employees or government employees are
Improves international drug policies, both in terms of reducing illicit drug crop production - protected by a new and more comprehensive insurance scheme, originally known as
and in dealing with drug users. Main partner is the Mae Fah Luang Foundation (MFLF), _ : 30-Baht scheme. They can use public health services with a small co-payment
which has successfully implemented alternative development programmes in the region. | . or for free. They do not have to go bankrupt because of medical expenses.
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Improve health services quality and sharing of expertise
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Thailand’s expertise in health is well accepted in the region. Thai lessons-learned

are constantly shared within the region and beyond. For example, trilateral,

regional and global cooperation on occupational health and safety, clean air

and industrial pollution control, access to medicine and health security.

Improving health
services further
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2 years after introducing UHC, in 2004, Thailand and European Union

continue promoting health care reform through the National Health Security Office.
The cooperation focused on improving the quality and efficient health services for
all under the Universal Health Coverage Scheme (UHC), including

e Primary Health Care and Family Medicine

e Health Financial Management

e Health System and Hospital Management

e Advocacy and Social Marketing
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“...l appreciate Germany’s support to our network a lot...Before we always look up to the big brother

to follow their ways... but now we can network and share resources and expertise among
ourselves...just across the border...Thailand needs to share its experiences with other countries
for global development. We are now living in ‘one world” community and cannot live alone...”

Ms. Vimolsri Panichyanon
Former Assistant Coordinator for Programmes, SEAMEO TROPMED Central Office




